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Psychiatry Bears Guilt in Brainwashin

Tothe Editor:

Congratulations for “The C.1.A. and
the Evil Doctor” (Op-Ed, Nov.7) by
Leonard S. Rubenstein, a lawyer who
represented the plaintiffs in a case
settled out of court last month that in-
volved the Central Intelligence
Agency and Dr. D. Ewen Cameron’s
unethical brainwashing experiments
in the 1950’s. As Mr. Rubenstein ex-
plains, *The research project tested
the theory that a person could have
some of the contents of his mind oblit-
erated and replaced by ideas of the
researcher's choosing.”

The late Dr. Cameron’s psychiatric
tortures were chiefly funded by the
Canadian Government, specifically
the Department of National Health
and Welfare. From 1950 to 1964,
Health and Welfare gave Dr.
Cameron approximately $500,000 in
“mental health” grants; most was
targeted for his brainwashing re-
search, which the government knew
. about or should have known. (The
{ C.LA. gave Dr. Cameron roughtly
$65,000 from 1957 to 1961.)

Like the C.I.A. and the Canadian
and United States psychiatric estab-
lishments, the Canadian Government
still denies legal and moral responsi-
bilities to all of Dr. Cameron’s brain-
washed. victims. Last January, the
Canadian Government announced it
was paying each of the nine victims in
the case a mere $20,000 — for their
legal costs only!

Dr. Cameron's torturous, mind-
control methods were the logical ex-
tension of Dbiological psychiatry,
which still promotes the myth of
“mental illness,” including “schizo-
phrenia,” and which still inflicts
brain-damaging procedures such as
electroshock therapy, psychosurgery
i and psychiatric drugs upon millions
of people. Such “treatment” is actu-
ally social control. .

Dr. Cameron’s failure to obtain in-
formed consent from his guinea pig
“patients” was no aberration. He
clearly and knowingly violated the Nu-
remberg Code for medical experimen-
tation. In psychiatry, forced treatment
is the rule, not the exception.

Dr. Cameron had the support of
many psychiatrists and psychiatric

residents, whom he trained or worked
with, and not one had the guts or integ-
rity to speak out or criticize his brain-
washing methods. The Canadian Psy-
chiatric Association and American
Psychiatric Association are also cul-
pable for refusing to denounce Dr.
Cameron or his experiments.

It is not only Dr. Cameron, the
C.LA. and the Canadian Government
that should be on trial in these experi-
ments, but psychiatry itself. This
pseudoscience, particularly institu-
tional psychiatry, is destructive and
immoral, and the Dr. Camerons are
still among us. DON WEITZ

Toronto, Nov. 9, 1988
The writer, a psychl'atric-palients'
rights advocate, is co-editor of a book,
“Shrink Resistant: The Struggle
Against Psychiatry in Canada.”
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